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About This Project
The National Education Association’s (NEA) Read Across America Day is celebrated annually on 


March 2nd as a part of National Reading Month. In order to celebrate literacy and bring 


awareness to our students about career opportunities in Amherst County, Amherst County Public 


Schools decided to partner with local businesses and organizations to create our own 


“storybook,” outlining career paths in our area. In addition to highlighting literacy, our Read 


Across Amherst Careers storybook also serves as a culminating activity for Career and Technical 


Education (CTE) Month, which is celebrated during the month of February.


Career pictures were provided by our community contributors. Career cluster information was 


obtained from VA Career View (www.vaview.net). Books linked for read alouds were obtained 


from available sources on YouTube. These materials are a sampling of resources available to 


students as they explore local career opportunities.  


Thank you for helping us share a love of literacy 
through career exploration in our area!2
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Superintendent’s Note


Each year Amherst County Public Schools celebrates Read Across America 


because we understand how very important it is for our students to be great 


readers.  I have often been asked what is the most important learning skill a 


student could gain during their time in school.  Without hesitation, I would say 


that the ability to read is the most valuable skill any student could have.  Mainly 


because all the information in the world is available to you when you are able to 


read.  That is a pretty powerful skill!


This year, the wonderful staff in Amherst County Public Schools have come up 


with a very unique way to celebrate Read Across America.  They have developed 


Read Across Amherst Careers: An A-Z Storybook of Careers in Amherst County.  


In this book, you will read about jobs and careers right here in Amherst County.  


We would like to thank all of our professionals in Amherst County for partnering 


with ACPS to create this entertaining and informative book.


In Amherst County Public Schools, we understand our role in helping each 


student become life-ready.  To be life-ready, our students must be able to 


communicate with others, think critically about problems, be creative, be able to 


collaborate with others, to be good citizens, and most importantly to be great 


readers.  As you will see in this book, our professionals display these skills every 


day.  When you read this book, we encourage you to begin thinking about jobs 


that are of interest to you and start to find books that will tell you more about 


those careers.  Enjoy the book and we wish you a lifetime of happy reading!
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Dr. Rob Arnold
Superintendent 


of ACPS


Want to learn more about each 


career cluster? Or are looking 


for more career-related book 


recommendations?


Interested in a 


career in 


Education? 
Check out the Career 


Cluster information! 



https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Education%20&%20Training.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12gh4FLZ-5F_En8Y8iNuBKXK7AE7iC0fu/view?usp=sharing
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is for... Agriculture AgentA


Name: 
Eric Bowen


Career/Job Title: 
Animal Science Extension Agent


What do you enjoy most about your career?
As an Extension Agent I help people by providing unbiased research 


based information so they can make the best decisions to reach their 


goals.  I learn everyday from the unique and interesting questions that 


people need help with.


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Extension Office


Virginia Cooperative Extension


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is very important in this job as I need to read and understand 


new research so I can share the information with the people I help.  


Everyday I have to read through research information from sources 


around the world and then go to farms and show how they can use this 


information on their farms.


Listen to a Story!


Before We Eat: From Farm to Table 


by Pat Brisson


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=QwX4xnjaI0c

https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Agriculture%20Food%20Natural%20Resources%20Career%20Cluster.pdf
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is for... BankerB


Listen to a Story! Want more career 


information? 


If You Made a Million 


by David M Schwartz


Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Name: 
Jenny Jones


Career/Job Title: 
AVP, Branch Manager


What do you enjoy most about your career?
Helping people with all things that involve their finances and providing 


services that help people do things like buy a home or a car.


Company/Organization:
Bank of the James


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading and attention to details is critical in my day to day 


responsibilities. We have to read information on checks and deposits 


and make sure the information is input properly, plus we have to read 


many emails and training materials that keep us up to date on any 


recent changes to rules or regulations made by the Federal Reserve. 


Sometimes, we even had to read things for customers who themselves 


may have a hard time reading or seeing.
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Finance%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=n2vWN-TlfL8
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is for... CounselingC


Name: 
Lauren Kershner


Career/Job Title: 
School Counselor


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I love being able to collaborate with students to identify goals and potential solutions to 


problems which cause emotional discomfort; seek to improve communication and coping 


skills; strengthen self-esteem; and promote behavior change and optimal mental health.


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Public Schools


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
School counselors are licensed educators who improve student success for ALL students 


by implementing a comprehensive school counseling program.  School counselors work 


to maximize student success, promoting access and equity for all students. School 


counselors create a school culture of success for all. School counselors help all students: 


apply academic achievement strategies, manage emotions and apply interpersonal skills, 


and plan for postsecondary options (higher education, military, work force). Reading and 


writing are essential skills for counselors' daily operations because clear communication 


is a very important part of the role of a (school) counselor. 


Listen to a Story!


Mrs. Joyce Gives the Best High-Fives 


by Erainna Winnett


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Human%20Service%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=O7Ljtgg3Brc





7


is for... DentistD


Listen to a Story! Want more career 


information? 


Dr. DeSoto by William Steig


Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Name: 
Dr. R. Kelly Golden


Career/Job Title: 
Dentist, DDS


What do you enjoy most about your career?
My favorite part of being a dentist is getting to use my hands when I’m 


working. It’s also extremely rewarding to provide a much needed 


service to my patients.


Company/Organization:
Henritze Dental Group


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Patients complete medical forms to provide their dentist with their 


medical history. As a dentist, I need to be sure to read a patient’s 


medical history thoroughly before performing any procedures. In 


addition, we write and review notes in patient charts to ensure we are 


able to deliver quality patient care and follow-up.


Amherst County Public Schools 2022



https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Health%20Sciences%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=DvhURD26eZo&feature=youtu.be
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is for... Economic DevelopmentE


Name: 
Victoria Hanson


Career/Job Title: 
Executive Director


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy helping my Amherst neighbors by bringing in new businesses with quality jobs or 


helping existing Amherst businesses grow and expand. Everyone needs a good job to 


support themselves and their families. Business taxes help fund good schools, public 


safety, and local government. I get to visit manufacturers like Glad/Clorox and see the 


complicated process of making plastic trash bags and other storage bags or visit Greif 


and see how wood becomes pulp before being pressed into cardboard packaging. In my 


position I learn a little about a wide variety of businesses - manufacturers, IT, 


distributors, professional (i.e. attorneys, surveyors), construction, developers, etc.


Company/Organization:
Economic Development Authority


Amherst County


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I read every day - emails, reports, plans. Being able to read and comprehend the ideas 


and information is crucial to doing my job well.


Listen to a Story!


David’s Dollar by Tariq Toure


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Government%20and%20Public%20Administration%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet-1.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=AB9dyeODRg0
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is for... FirefighterF


Listen to a Story! Want more career 


information? 


Molly, By Golly! The Legend of Molly 


Williams, America's First Female 


Firefighter by Dianne Ochiltree


Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Name: 
Peyton Maddox


Career/Job Title: 
Firefighter/EMT-B


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy the strong bonds I have been able to make with all my fellow 


firefighters, along with being able to impact the community in a positive 


way.


Company/Organization:
Lynchburg Fire Department


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
There are many training books that are provided to us to read so that 


we may do our job safely.
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Law%20public%20safety%20corrections%20and%20security%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/embed/f8JaGs0FSKs
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is for... GroomerG


Name: 
Tricia Kruschwitz


Career/Job Title: 
Pet Groomer


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I love helping the dogs feel better and when I get to interact with the 


dogs.


Company/Organization:
Whine N Shine Dog Grooming


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I use reading for scheduling dogs for grooming services, ordering 


supplies, and following cut instructions from previous grooming 


appointments. In addition, I use literacy skills to promote our business 


on our social media sites, like Facebook.


Listen to a Story!


Shampoodle by Joan Holub


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Amherst County Public Schools 2022



https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=VTsna8Y18YI

https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Agriculture%20Food%20Natural%20Resources%20Career%20Cluster.pdf
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is for... HVAC TechnicianH


Listen to a Story! Want more career 


information? 


Heat Wave by Eileen Spinelli


Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Name: 
Steven Wade


Career/Job Title: 
HVAC Supervisor


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy the challenge of troubleshooting various types of equipment 


and constantly evolving technology on our 7 million plus square foot 


campus.


Company/Organization:
Liberty University


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Not only do I have to read normal communications, such as emails, but 


I also have to read wiring diagrams, sequence of operations, and 


mechanical blueprints on a daily basis.


Amherst County Public Schools 2022



https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Architecture%20and%20Construction%20Career%20Cluster%20Print%20It.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=bkEupyXGopQ
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is for... IT SupportI


Name: 
Lewis Wydner


Career/Job Title: 
IT Senior Engineer


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I love being able to solve technology issues for people.


Company/Organization:
VirnetX Holding Corp


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Everyday I encounter issues that I have never seen or heard of before.  


When researching an issue, I need to use the right phrases and words.  


This allow me to resolve the problem much quicker.  The majority of 


people’s computer issues could be solved by reading the options that 


are available to them.


Listen to a Story!


Hello Ruby: Journey Inside the 


Computer by Linda Liukas


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Information%20Technology%20Net%20links.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=WN1TMSN49Ok
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is for... JudgeJ


Listen to a Story!


Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in 


the Bronx by Jonah Winter


Name: 
Stephanie Maddox


Career/Job Title: 
Judge


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy being able to help people resolve their differences. I also enjoy 


the people that I get to work with and meeting different types of people 


every day.


Company/Organization:
General District Court


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is extremely important. I read every day in every part of my 


job. I read warrants, affidavits and statements every day for every 


case. I also have to read the law and legal cases and opinions and write 


legal opinions every day.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Law%20public%20safety%20corrections%20and%20security%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=DKX40j6F9KE
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is for... Kitchen & CateringK


Name: 
Merredith Page


Career/Job Title: 
Owner and Executive Chef


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I love providing and creating a dining experience, whether it is casual 


or formal, where people can eat great food and make lasting memories 


with their loved ones and friends.


Company/Organization:
Merredith's Restaurant and Catering, LLC


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is vital in all aspects of my job. It supports the creation of 


menus, understanding labels, developing proposals for events, food 


preparation, understanding recipes/ingredients, identifying important 


informative items pertaining to food and drug guidelines, and being 


able to produce payroll for my workers.


Listen to a Story!


What's Cooking? 


by Joshua David Stein


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Hospitality%20and%20Tourism%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=VP7vEt3-TqE
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is for... LandscaperL


Listen to a Story!


Badger’s Perfect Garden 


by Marsha Diane Arnold


Name: 
Joel Sutton


Career/Job Title: 
Owner and President


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I love meeting with clients and finding solutions to their landscaping 


needs.


Company/Organization:
Sutton Landscaping, LLC


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is very important in the communication with our staff and 


clients. I have also read countless books on business and leadership 


that have helped me learn the skills needed to build and manage our 


business operations and lead my staff.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Amherst County Public Schools 2022



https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=nKAGbV_Pi6s

https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Architecture%20and%20Construction%20Career%20Cluster%20Print%20It.pdf
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is for... MinisterM


Name: 
Kelvin Brown


Career/Job Title: 
Minister


What do you enjoy most about your career?
Spending time with families and watching them grow in their faith in 


Jesus.


Company/Organization:
Mt. Olive Baptist Church


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is an essential component of my study time and preparation 


each week. Reading helps me comprehend and effectively 


communicate what the Christian faith involves to our congregation.  


Reading the Bible reveals the love, truth, beauty and faithfulness of God 


which equips me to love and minister to our congregation.


Listen to a Story!


Preaching to the Chickens: The Story 


of Young John Lewis by Jabari Asim


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Human%20Service%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=8zMqq1roTmY
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is for... NurseN


Listen to a Story!


My Daddy, The Amazing Nurse 


by Donald Jacobsen


Name: 
Shannon Cox


Career/Job Title: 
Travel Nurse RN


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy helping people and being able to help someone through their 


scariest day makes me feel pretty good. I also enjoy the opportunities 


that travel nursing gives me and all the cool places I get to see and take 


my family to see.


Company/Organization:
Trusted Nurse Staffing


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is very important in my day to day work activities. I have to 


read Doctor’s orders and carry them out on my patients in the ER. I 


have to be able to read admission orders and discharge orders. I need 


to help patients read their prescriptions and discharge instructions. I 


also need to be able to read instructions on all the new machines/ 


equipment that we get to use in the ER.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Health%20Sciences%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=ZFFrGXtHRYU
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is for... OptometristO


Name: 
Amy Scruggs


Career/Job Title: 
Certified Ophthalmic Assistant


What do you enjoy most about your career?
The best part about my job is helping people to be able to see better.


Company/Organization:
Harman Eye Center


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I use reading all day in my job. I have to read the patient’s charts to 


determine what is needed at each visit. I also use letters in a chart 


called a Snellen chart. It is a chart with letters on it in decreasing size. 


The chart is used to determine a patient’s vision.


Listen to a Story!


The Doctor with an Eye for Eyes: The 


Story of Dr. Patricia Bath by Julia 


Finley Mosca


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Health%20Sciences%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=0EIjnOgQl-s
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is for... Police OfficerP


Listen to a Story!


Officer Buckle and Gloria 


by Peggy Rathmann


Name: 
E. W. Viar


Career/Job Title: 
Sheriff


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy talking to our citizens and helping them in difficult situations. 


Being a public servant is most rewarding. I think it's important to build a 


good relations with the community you serve. Being available to the 


public is a very important part of my job.  I have a open door policy and 


I am available to the public daily.


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Sheriff's Office


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is a essential part of my job! I have to read daily. Emails, new 


laws, and briefs are just a few examples of the materials I need to read. 


If I couldn't read I would not be able to do this job effectively. Reading 


is so important to my daily activities.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Law%20public%20safety%20corrections%20and%20security%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=xluxpWiTdvA
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is for... Quality ControlQ


Name: 
Joshua Matheny


Career/Job Title: 
Quality Technician


What do you enjoy most about your career?
The most enjoyable part of working in quality is being part of a group whose focus is to 


find the root cause of problems when they arise and then creating a path to correct the 


issue. Going through the process of tracking down root cause failure and then the trial 


and error of corrective action is a bit like putting a puzzle together. With each piece of the 


puzzle, the picture gets clearer. The closer you get to a full understanding of the issue at 


hand, the more satisfying the effort becomes. Seeing the final resolution is enjoyable 


along with being part of the ebb and flow of any changes that are required to keep the 


resolution of the problem effective.


Company/Organization:
L3 Harris Technologies


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is a vital part of working in any profession and quality is no different. In my 


particular role, I have to read various technical documentation, datasheets, and 


drawings on a daily basis in order to determine specifications/requirements for various 


items in production. In addition, I use reading to help relay information to many different 


entities within and outside of my organization. Analyzing data is part of determining why 


something failed and how it can be resolved. To communicate these ideas properly, 


reading is integral to the process.


Listen to a Story!


The Bubble Factory by Tomie dePaola


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Manufacturing%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=7vlYXwbTyDI
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is for... Real Estate AgentR


Listen to a Story!


My Home, Your Home by Lisa Bullard


Name: 
Christy Johnson


Career/Job Title: 
Real Estate Agent


What do you enjoy most about your career?
The opportunity to meet new people everyday. You literally get to know your customers 


well in helping them to make one of their biggest decisions in life and you finish the job 


having them as friends. Also, you are not arriving into the same office setting everyday. 


You are with different people and in different homes/environments on a daily basis, so it 


really helps keep your job interesting instead of being so repetitious.


Company/Organization:
Four Rivers Realty Group Inc.


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I research homes daily to help find my customers exactly what they are looking for. In 


my research I have to be able to read all the descriptions and details of the property 


along with showing instructions to know if it is what my customers are looking for and 


how I can show the property to them. I also market properties I list. Marketing is very 


important to this job, so if I couldn't read, I certainly could not write either.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/marketing%20Sales%20and%20service%20career%20cluster.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=b9dAgpwEQFs
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is for... Social WorkerS


Name: 
Liz Nelms


Career/Job Title: 
Family Services Specialist III


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy helping children and families get connected with services to help strengthen 


them, help them heal and/or recover from substance abuse and trauma and be stronger, 


healthier families. I am oftentimes introduced to families when they are at their lowest or 


in greatest need of support. I love being able to give hope to children and families and 


provide them with the "cheering squad" they need to succeed. I love showing families the 


"other side" to social services–meaning that we aren't just mean people that come in and 


take children away from their parents. We are there to help families in need, support 


them and help get them back on their feet.


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Department of Social Services


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I do a TON of reading for my job. From simple things, like reading and responding to 


emails surrounding my cases, or trainings, etc. to more complex reading, like reading of 


court reports, mental health and physical health reports, school testing reports and 


evaluations. During the COVID pandemic a lot of my ongoing training is now virtual with 


reading the course material as a replacement to attending in person.


Listen to a Story!


The House That Jane Built: A Story 


About Jane Addams by Tanya Lee 


Stone


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Human%20Service%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=qITsQKHAZy8
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is for... Travel AgentT


Listen to a Story!


Timmy’s Terrific Travels 


by Marie Date


Name: 
Susan Lineberry


Career/Job Title: 
Travel Agent


What do you enjoy most about your career?
The thing I love the most about being a travel agent is helping people 


plan their dream vacation.


Company/Organization:
Dream Vacations


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
As a travel agent, I need to use reading and writing daily. When helping 


to plan a dream vacation for a client I spend a lot of time researching 


the places people want to go.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Hospitality%20and%20Tourism%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=mfzuVADrAnQ
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is for... UtilitiesU


Name: 
Brandon Maddox


Career/Job Title: 
GIS Engineering Technician


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy that my job requires me to keep up to date with the latest 


Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Technology.


Company/Organization:
Central Virginia Electric Cooperative


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
I have to be able to read and interpret many different forms of 


communication, such as invoices, periodicals, and more!


Listen to a Story!


Oscar and the Bird: A Book About 


Electricity by  Geoff Waring


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/STEM%20Career%20Cluster%20Pages.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=88khd_Rgge0
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is for... VeterinarianV


Listen to a Story!


I Want to Be a Veterinarian 


by Laura Driscoll


Name: 
Christy Breeding


Career/Job Title: 
Vet Assistant


What do you enjoy most about your career?
The thing I love most about my job is educating owners on how to 


properly care for their animals.


Company/Organization:
Monelison Animal Clinic


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is very important as a vet assistant! We read charts, doctors 


notes, schedules and computer records every day. We do this to stay 


on task and to know what each animal needs. They come in the 


hospital for vaccines, treatment or surgery. Without reading, we would 


not know who we are seeing for the day or what they are coming to 


the hospital for.


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=v9BdaeJlN28

https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Health%20Sciences%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf
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is for... Water TreatmentW


Name: 
Robert Hopkins & Richard Hall


Career/Job Title: 
Robert: Civil Engineer and ACSA Executive Director


Richard: ACSA Assistant Director


What do you enjoy most about your career?
Robert: I enjoy creating engineering solutions to problems. I also enjoy being helping people and 


doing my job well.


Richard: I enjoy meeting and getting to know our customers, knowing that our services are 


essential to them, and what we do meets their needs. I also enjoy learning something new 


everyday!


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Service Authority


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Robert: I could not do my job without being able to read. There are many types of materials I 


read, such as construction drawings, specifications, reports, lab results, letters, meeting agendas 


and minutes, etc.  Civil engineering requires a developed ability to communicate in many ways, 


but especially by reading and writing.


Richard: Reading and comprehension are the most important part of my job responsibilities. 


Written communications to be read are sent to co-workers, customers, vendors, contractors, 


board members, etc. All important information regarding operations are recorded and archived 


to be read and referred to when needed. Regulatory/compliance matters have to be read, 


understood, and applied to ensure our customers are receiving good products and services. 


Policies and procedures have to be written, read and applied to maintain a productive workflow. 


From the beginning to the end of my work day there is some activity that involves reading.


Listen to a Story!


Why Water’s Worth It 


by Lori Harrison


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=IYSVNOdCZ-Q

https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Agriculture%20Food%20Natural%20Resources%20Career%20Cluster.pdf
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is for... X-Ray & RadiologyX


Listen to a Story!


The Skeleton Inside You 


by Philip Balestrino


Name: 
Priscilla Liggon


Career/Job Title: 
Clinical Coordinator, Radiology Department


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy preparing students for the health workforce. 


Company/Organization:
Central Virginia Community College


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Keeping up with the new advances in education and medicine is 


essential. Reading is the number one way that I am able to do that. 


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Health%20Sciences%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=33jlKGxk014
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is for... Youth ProgramsY


Name: 
Teena Williams


Career/Job Title: 
Childcare Director


What do you enjoy most about your career?
What I enjoy most about my job is interacting daily with my coworkers and families at 


our year round child care program at the YMCA. Everyday is an adventure!


Company/Organization:
YMCA of Central Virginia - Childcare


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is vitally important because many parents and students communicate with me 


that way. I read information from parents that helps me know their child better. I read 


important information from doctors and other health care professionals that let me know 


when a child is sick or needs additional help. I read information from teachers, school 


administrators, and leaders that make the guidelines to ensure we are safe and happy. 


Reading to students is something else I get to do. Reading helps me be a better 


communicator, and I get to pass that gift on to my students when I help them with their 


homework or just read for fun.


Listen to a Story!


A Day in the Life of a Child Care 


Worker by Heather Adamson


Want more career 


information? 
Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Human%20Service%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=I7rMNpkQACs
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is for... Zoning & PlanningZ


Listen to a Story! Want more career 


information? 


City Green by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan


Check out the Career Cluster 


information below! 


Name: 
Jeremy S. Bryant


Career/Job Title: 
Director of Community Development


What do you enjoy most about your career?
I enjoy helping advance the County and assisting others. Recently, Amherst County was 


awarded $6 million dollars in grant funds to bring fiber-optic cable to people's homes that 


do not have reliable internet. This project will last over 3 years to connect fiber optic cable 


to people's homes.  The County recently received funding to expand a trail along the 


James River called Riveredge Trail.  Projects like these give people a place to enjoy 


nature, be outdoors and choose healthy activities like exercising.  Amherst County also 


participates in programs to help build houses for people that live in low income 


neighborhoods.  We have been able to assist people by fixing their roofs, build additions, 


and, in some cases, entirely new houses. We also apply for funding to build new roads, fix 


existing roads, and expand pedestrian accommodations, such as sidewalks.


Company/Organization:
Amherst County Planning and Zoning Department


How is reading important in your day-to-day job responsibilities?
Reading is the most important subject you will learn in school.  It is the foundation for 


learning and advancing.  Every part of my job requires me to read, understand, and 


synthesize my answers.  Read at every chance you get!
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https://www.vaview.net/resources/pdf/6-8/Government%20and%20Public%20Administration%20Career%20Cluster%20Sheet-1.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=6rm5gaurl4o





Literacy is the foundation of lifelong learning. It is the single 
most significant skill needed to function effectively in school, in 


the workplace, and in society. It is vital to a successful 
education, career, and quality of life!


Literacy is More Than a 21st Century Skill


Amherst County Public Schools 2022






