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	The Amherst County High School 
class of 2010 graduated on Thursday, 
June 3 at the Vines Center at Liberty 
University.  Comprised of a very di-
verse group of young adults, these 312 
graduates have distinguished them-
selves in a variety of ways.

At graduation, a number of students 
were recognized for their academic 
accomplishments.  Eighteen students 
were honor graduates, having earned a 
cumulative grade point average of 3.8 or 
above.  In addition, graduates received 
cords to wear with their graduation 
gowns which symbolized their achieve-
ments.  Twelve students received white 
cords to signify their cumulative grade 
point average of 3.25 to 3.49.  Maroon 
cords were awarded to twenty-one stu-
dents who had maintained an overall 
GPA of 3.5 to 3.9.  Twelve students had 
earned a final grade point average of 
4.0 or above and were recognized with 
silver cords.

Nearly one-third of the class has 
made a commitment to attend a full 
four-year college or university in the 
fall.  Approximately one-fifth plan to 

attend a trade or technical school or 
two-year college.  Many of these stu-
dents intend to transfer after one or two 
years to a four-year college or universi-
ty.  Twelve students will enter military 
service and the rest will enter the work 
force.  Quite a few of these students 
also plan to continue their education at 
a later date.  In addition, many of the 
students who intend to enter the work 
force next year or continue their studies 
in a career and technical field completed 
a vocational program, thus acquiring a 
marketable work skill while enrolled at 
Amherst County High School.  In fact, 
ninety-two students were vocational 
completers and ninety-seven earned the 
State Department of Education’s Career 
and Technical Studies Diploma Seal for 
maintaining at least a B average in their 
vocational courses or completing a cer-
tification program.  

The students in the class of 2010 in-
vestigated not only a variety of careers, 
but also many colleges, universities, 
and training programs.  Seniors applied 
to such out-of-state institutions as:

Alleghany College

Benedict College
Bethany College
Brown University
Bucknell University
Butler University
Calvin College
Carson-Newman College
Chowan University
Clark Atlanta University
Colorado College
Concord University
Cornell University
Davis and Elkins College
Dean College
Duke University
Embry-Riddle

Aeronautical University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Grace Baptist Bible College
Hood College
Howard University
Marshall University
Miami University of Ohio
Milligan College
Morgan State University
Mount Aloysius College
Mountain State University
Neumont Universty

Diplomas Are Presented to 312 Graduates at
Amherst County High School’s 54th Commencement

Photos from Graduation 2010

Top: Mr. Ernie Guill, Principal, presents diplomas to the members 
of the Class of 2010.
Right: Ross Zabloski, valedictorian, speaks during the Amherst 
County High School’s 54th Commencement.
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New York University
North Carolina A & T University
North Carolina Central University
North Carolina State University
North Carolina Wesleyan College 
Queens University of Charlotte
Rhode Island School of Design
School of Visual Arts
Spelman College
St. Augustine’s College
State University of New York
Swarthmore College
Taylor University
Trinity College
University of Alabama
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Mississippi
University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro
University of California and

Los Angeles
University of Florida
University of Pennsylvania
Vassar College
Wake Forest University
Waldorf College
Watkins College of Art
Waynesburg University
Wesley College
Wesleyan University
West Liberty University
West Virginia University
Yale University

The most popular in-state choices 
include:

Amherst County School
of Practical Nursing

Apprentice School
Averett University
Bluefield College
Bridgewater College
Central Virginia

Community College
Christopher Newport University
College of William and Mary
Culinary Institute of Virginia
Danville Community College
Eastern Mennonite College
Ferrum College
George Mason University
Hampden-Sydney College
Hampton University
Hollins University
James Madison University

Liberty University
Longwood University
Lynchburg College
Lynchburg General Hospital

School of Nursing
Mary Baldwin College
Miller-Motte College
Norfolk State University
Old Dominion University
Radford University
Randolph College
Randolph-Macon College
Regent University
Roanoke College
Shenandoah University
Sweet Briar College
University of Mary Washington
University of Richmond
University of Virginia
University of Virginia at Wise
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State University
Virginia Tech
Virginia Union University

Virginia Wesleyan College
Washington and Lee University

The college preparatory Advanced 
Studies Diploma was earned by 133 
students.  Of that number, fifty-eight 
students demonstrated their academic 
accomplishments by earning the Gov-
ernor’s Diploma Seal for maintaining 
an overall average of B or better in 
their studies and taking at least one col-
lege level course.  In addition, for their 
commitment to service, the Board of 
Education Seal for Excellence in Civ-
ics Education was awarded to fourteen 
students. 

On May 20 at the annual Senior 
Awards Ceremony, our students were 
recognized for receiving approximate-
ly $1,072,000 in scholarship money 
to continue their studies.  Sincere ap-
preciation is extended to the colleges 
and universities, the organizations, and 
families who support our students in 
this meaningful way.

Open House
Parents and Students are invited to an

Open House at all ACPS Schools.

Thursday, August 12, 2010

All elementary and middle schools
1:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Amherst County High School
Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Freshmen Orientation
5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Meet your child’s teachers, 
counselors, and principals!

August 16th is the first day of school!
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“Leaders are not born. They are 
made. They are made just like anything 
else. . . through hard work. That’s the 
price we have to pay to achieve that 
goal or any goal.”

- Vince Lombardi
If you analyze each of these quo-

tations and compare them to Ernie’s 
leadership style and life you will see 
great similarities.  He was a leader that 
expected you to do your job and gave 
you the skills and mentoring necessary 
to get the job done.  He inspired you to 
do all jobs to the best of your ability.  
Under his tutelage I grew as a teacher 
and administrator. He mentored me and 
ensured that I had the necessary skills 
to be successful not only as an assistant 
principal but also to make the transition 
into a building principal.  He has been 
a great mentor and friend and I will 
always appreciate everything he has 
done for me both professionally and 
personally.

William Wells
ACHS Assistant Principal

I truly enjoyed working for Mr. Guill. 
As his secretary, I worked closely with 
him and he was always so appreciative 
and gracious.  I will miss him terribly. 
Mr. Guill is a true legacy and treasure, 
the brick and mortar of Amherst Coun-
ty High School.  It is very hard to enter 
the school and not see Mr. Guill’s smil-
ing face. He was such a visible person 
in the school. He had an open door 
policy for faculty, staff, students and to 
the community as well.  I remember a 
few of his favorite things:  Tootsie pops 
and Mondays.  If it was raining on a 
Monday, that made him really happy. I 
remember if anyone asked, “Mr. Guill 
how are you?” he would say “if I was 
any better I couldn’t stand it!” I wish 
Mr. Guill the very best and to enjoy the 
life of leisure – he truly deserves it!

Betty Barnett
ACHS Secretary

his love of his job by being here early 
every morning, greeting students and 
staff and attending as many school ac-
tivities as possible.  What I will miss 
the most is that smile he always had on 
his face.  He made me enjoy coming to 
work.

Imogene Cabell
ACHS Math Department Chairman

Mr. Guill assumed his role as prin-
cipal of Amherst County High School 
the same year I entered the ninth grade.  
Having known Mr. Guill for the better 
part of my life thanks to my time spent 
roaming the high school’s halls while 
my mother prepared her classroom at 
the end of each summer, I recognized 
this change in administration as some-
thing to be excited about. During my 
two terms as president of the Student 
Council Association, I could not have 
asked for more level-headed, objective, 
and positively pointed advice and guid-
ance from the main office than that I 
received from Mr. Guill.  The lessons 
he taught me in management and lead-
ership stuck with me in college and re-
main relevant in the workplace. 

Will Rucker
ACHS Class of 2006

I have had the privilege to work for 
Ernie as a student, teacher, and assis-
tant principal.  I have always viewed 
and respected him as a leader.  The fol-
lowing quotations epitomize Ernie’s 
leadership over the years.

“Never tell people how to do things. 
Tell them what to do and they will sur-
prise you with their ingenuity.”

- General George S. Patton
“Leadership is not a one-day thing. 

It is a constant commitment to excel-
lence, a habit . . . a daily practice.”

-  Unknown
“Leadership is the ability to get ex-

traordinary achievement from ordinary 
people.”

- Brian Tracy

Several members of the Amherst 
County High School family and friends 
fondly remember Mr. Guill:

A quote from Dwight Eisenhower 
says “Leadership is the art of getting 
someone else to do something you want 
done because he wants to do it.”  Ernie 
had the ability to get others to make 
things happen because he was always 
making those involved feel impor-
tant and that their ideas and thoughts 
mattered. Ernie Guill led by example. 
He was the best administrator I ever 
worked with. He was more than that, 
someone I am proud to call a friend.

Tim Hoden
ACHS Assistant Principal

Mr. Guill always showed his appre-
ciation to teachers and students. His 
office door was open to anyone who 
wanted to talk to him. He demonstrated 

Long-Time Educator Retires After 41 Years of Service
at Amherst County High School

Mr. Ernest T. Guill retired June 30, 
2010 after 41 years as an educator at 
Amherst County High School. He 
served the school as a teacher, coach, 
school counselor, assistant principal, 
and principal. He will be remembered 
for the relationships he developed and 
the positive impact he had with the 
community, staff and students of Am-
herst County High School.
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We are pleased 
and excited to 
announce admin-
istrative appoint-
ments approved 
by the Amherst 
County School 
Board for the 
2010-2011 school year.

Mr. Haywood Hand, Principal
Amherst County High School

(Former Principal at Parry McCluer 
High School in Buena Vista, Virginia)

Mr. Hand is delighted and honored 
to serve as the principal of Amherst 
County High School.  He has a B.S. in 
K-12 Physical Education and Special 
Education from James Madison Uni-
versity.  Mr. Hand has also earned a 
M.Ed. in Educational Leadership from 
Lynchburg College and a M.S. Ed. in 
Physical Education/Higher Education 
from JMU.  Mr. Hand will soon be-
come “Dr. Hand” as he plans to com-
plete his Ed.D. in Organizational Lead-
ership from Shenandoah University in 
the next year.  Mr. Hand has experience 
as a health/physical education teacher, 
a special education teacher, an athletic 
director, a high school coach (foot-
ball, baseball, wrestling and track), 
an assistant principal, and high school 
principal.  He is most proud of being a 
husband and father.  He and his wife, 
Kim, have been married for 26 years 
and they have a son, Brennan who is 
a senior at High Point University and 
a daughter, Logan who will be a fresh-
man at Virginia Tech this fall.  Mr. 
Hand once owned and operated a land-
scaping business and still enjoys work-
ing outdoors.  Additionally, he enjoys 
fitness, running and lifting weights. He 
is very active in church leadership and 
teaching and loves to read.

Mrs. Julie Steele, Principal
Amherst Elementary School

(Former Assistant Principal at
Amherst County High School)

While Mrs. Steele will really miss 
Amherst County High School, she is 
happy to go back “where my heart is” 
and that is with elementary students 
and families.  She has a B.A. in Chem-
istry and Elementary Teaching from 
Sweet Briar College and a M.Ed. in 
Pre K-12 Administration and Supervi-
sion from the University of Virginia.  
Mrs. Steele has experience as an ele-
mentary teacher (Grades K, 2, 3, and 
5).  She has also served as coordina-
tor of remedial programs, elementary 
lead teacher, literacy facilitator, mentor 
teacher, school-testing coordinator, in-
structional technology resource teach-
er, and assistant principal.  Mrs. Steele 
is married (Larry) and they have three 
children: Kelley Lee, a nurse in Tampa 
FL; Jennifer Steele, a junior at Mars 
Hill College in NC; and Larry Steele, 
Jr., a freshman at Virginia Wesleyan 
College.  She enjoys beach vacations 
and hacking at a golf ball with her hus-
band in her spare time

Mr. Michael O’Brien, Principal 
Pleasant View Elementary School and 

Temperance Elementary School
(Former Principal at

Natural Bridge Elementary School)

Mr. O’Brien received his B.S. in 
Special Education from Fitchburg State 
College and his M.Ed. in Educational 
Leadership from Lynchburg College.  
He has considerable experience as a 
special education teacher at both the 
elementary and middle school levels; 
lead teacher and principal’s designee, 
and elementary school principal.  Mike 

and his wife of twenty years, Christine, 
have a son and two daughters (Michael-
16, Callie-15 and Shannon-13).  Mr. 
O’Brien is a sports enthusiast and es-
pecially enjoys spending time with his 
wife and children and being involved 
in the many family activities.

Mr. Kelly Holmes, Supervisor
Pupil Transportation
(Former Principal at

Pleasant View Elementary School and 
Temperance Elementary School)

Mr. Holmes has served as an el-
ementary library media specialist and 
teacher, middle school assistant princi-
pal, middle school athletic director and 
head football coach, and elementary 
school principal.  While Mr. Holmes 
will miss his service and leadership in 
two wonderful communities, he looks 
forward to enacting positive change 
and sustainability in his leadership role 
as Pupil Transportation Supervisor.  Mr. 
Holmes is the proud husband of Robin 
(6th grade teacher at Monelison Middle 
School) and the proud father of Austin 
(11th grade at Amherst County High 
School) and Amanda (5th grade at Tem-
perance Elementary School).  Mr. Hol-
mes is an outdoor and sports enthusiast, 
and enjoys many church and commu-
nity activities and serving others.  

New Administrative Appointments Are Announced
for the Amherst County Public Schools

Amherst County
Public Schools shall 

continue open lines of 
communication to en-

hance school, parent and 
community collaboration.
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VARSITY FOOTBALL

Aug.  13	 Massaponex (S)		 Home  11:30
Aug.  20	 LCA (S)		  Home	 7:00
Sept.   3	 Tabb			   Away	 7:00
Sept.  10	 Heritage		  Home	 7:00
Sept.  17	 G.W. Danville		  Away	 7:00
Sept.  24	 Liberty			  Away	 7:00
Oct.    1		 Pulaski			  Home	 7:00
Oct.    8		 Bassett	 (Homecoming)	 Home	 7:00
Oct.   15	 Brookville		  Away	 7:00
Oct.   22	 E.C. Glass		  Home	 7:00
Oct.   29	 Jefferson Forest		 Away	 7:00
Nov.   5		 Rustburg		  Home	 7:00

JV FOOTBALL

Sept.  9		 Heritage		  Away	 6:30
Sept. 16	 G.W. Danville		  Home	 6:00
Sept. 23	 Liberty			  Home	 6:30
Sept. 30	 Heritage		  Home	 6:30
Oct.  14		 Brookville		  Home	 6:30
Oct.  21		 E.C. Glass		  Away	 6:00
Oct.  28		 Jefferson Forest		 Home	 6:30
Nov.  4		  Rustburg		  Away	 6:30

GOLF

Aug.   4         Brookville		           Poplar Forest    8:00
Aug.   9         London Downs (Sem.)    Away	        10:00
Aug.  10        Nelson Invitational          Winton	          1:30
Aug.  18        Colonial Hills	           Away                3:30
Aug.  21        Rustburg (Sem.)	           Hat Creek         2:00
Aug.  25        Liberty (Sem.)	           Bedford CC      3:15
Sept.   1         Amherst (Sem.)	           Winton	          3:00
Sept.  11        Jefferson Forest (Sem.)   Ivy Hills	        10:00
Sept.  16        Nelson 		            Winton	          4:30
Sept.  20        Seminole Dist.	           Ivy Hills           1:30
Oct.    6         Region III		           Lexington CC   9:00
Oct.  11&12  State AA		            TBA	          TBA

VOLLEYBALL

Aug. 12		 Altavista (S)		  Away	 5:00
Aug. 14		 Appomattox (S)		 Away	 8:30
Aug. 23		 Appomattox		  Away	 5:30/6:30
Aug. 31		 Appomattox		  Home	 5:30/6:30
Sept.  2		 Nelson			   Away	 5:30/6:30
Sept.  7		 Nelson			   Home	 5:30/6:30
Sept.  9		 Liberty			  Away	 5:30/6:30
Sept. 14	 Heritage		  Home	 5:30/6:30
Sept. 21	 Brookville		  Away	 5:30/6:30
Sept. 23	 E.C. Glass		  Home	 5:30/6:30
Sept. 28	 Jefferson Forest		 Away	 5:30/6:30
Sept. 30	 Rustburg		  Home 	 5:30/6:30
Oct.   5		 Liberty			  Home	 5:30/6:30
Oct.   7		 Heritage		  Away	 5:30/6:30
Oct. 14		 Brookville		  Home	 5:30/6:30
Oct. 19		 E.C. Glass		  Away	 5:30/6:30
Oct. 21		 Jefferson Forest		 Home	 5:30/6:30
Oct. 26		 Rustburg		  Away	 5:30/6:30
Oct. 27-28	 Heritage Invit. (JV)	 Away	       TBA
Nov. 1,3,4	 District Tournament	 Liberty        TBA
Nov. 8,9,11,13	 Region III Tournament  	Northside    TBA

CROSS COUNTRY

Sept.   1	 Liberty/Rustburg	 Home	   4:30
Sept.   8	 Heritage/@E.C. Glass	 Away	   4:30
Sept.  15	 Jefferson Forest		 Home	   4:30
Sept.  18	 Hilltopper Invitational	 Away	 10:00 am
Sept.  20	 Nelson			   Home	   4:30
Sept.  22	 @Heritage/Rustburg	 Away	   4:30
Sept.  29	 E.C. Glass/@Brookville	Away	   4:30
Oct.   13	 Turner Ashby Invit.	 Away	   4:30
Oct.   16	 Running w/wolves	 Away	   9:00 am
Oct.   19	 LCA			   Home	   4:30  
Oct.   27	 Seminole District	 E.C. Glass 
Nov.   2		 Region III	       	 Turner Ashby 
Nov.  13	 State AA	        	 Great Meadows	  

Mark Your Calendars
 for the

Amherst County High School 
2010 Fall Athletic Events
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Amherst County High School
Haywood Hand, Principal
hhand@amherst.k12.va.us
139 Lancer Lane
Amherst, VA 24521
Phone (434) 946-2898
Fax (434) 946-2263

Amherst Middle School
Christie Cundiff, Principal
ccundiff@amherst.k12.va.us
165 Gordon’s Fairground Road
Amherst, VA 24521
Phone (434) 946-0691
Fax (434) 946-0258

Monelison Middle School
Tracy Richardson, Principal
trichardson@amherst.k12.va.us
257 Trojan Road
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone (434) 846-1307
Fax (434) 846-5318

Amelon Elementary School
Nick Pontius, Principal
npontius@amherst.k12.va.us
132 Amer Court
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone (434) 528-9498
Fax (434) 929-1547

Amherst Elementary School
Julie Steele, Principal
jsteele@amherst.k12.va.us
156 Davis Street
Amherst, VA 24521
Phone (434) 946-9704
Fax (434) 946-9706

Central Elementary School
Kathy Pierce, Principal
kpierce@amherst.k12.va.us
575 Union Hill Road
Amherst, VA   24521
Phone (434) 946-9700
Fax (434) 946-9702

Elon Elementary School
Kimberly Anderson, Principal
kanderson@amherst.k12.va.us
147 Younger Drive
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone (434) 528-6496
Fax (434) 386-9300

Madison Heights Elementary
Charlotte Gilbar, Principal
cgilbar@amherst.k12.va.us
287 Learning Lane
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone (434) 846-2151
Fax (434) 845-5109

Pleasant View Elementary
Michael O’Brien, Principal
mobrien@amherst.k12.va.us
229 Dancing Creek Road
Monroe, VA 24574
Phone (434) 528-6492
Fax (434) 922-7773

Temperance Elementary
Michael O’Brien, Principal
mobrien@amherst.k12.va.us
1981 Lowesville Road
Amherst, VA 24521
Phone (434) 946-2811
Fax (434) 277-5594

Amherst Education Center
Ernest Penn, Administrator
epenn@amherst.k12.va.us
219 Trojan Road
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone (434) 528-6485
Fax (434) 929-1200

Dr. Brian Ratliff, Superintendent
bratliff@amherst.k12.va.us
153 Washington Street
P.O. Box 1257
Amherst, VA 24521
Phone (434) 946-9387
Fax (434) 946-9346

Use the information below to contact any of
the Amherst County Public Schools

Mrs. Margaret R. Morton	
District #1
P. O. Box 895
Amherst, VA   24521
mmorton@amherst.k12.va.us

Mrs. Priscilla M. Liggon	
District #4
931 Amelon Road
Madison Heights, VA  24572
pliggon@amherst.k12.va.us

Mrs. Susan D. Cunningham	
District #5
289 Ridge Street
Madison Heights, VA  24572
scunningham@amherst.k12.va.us

Mrs. Gloria C. Walker	
At Large
804 Buffalo Ridge Road
Amherst, VA  24521
gwalker@amherst.k12.va.us

Dr. William D. Brown	
At Large
P. O. Box 343
Amherst, VA   24521
wbrown@amherst.k12.va.us

Amherst County School Board meet-
ings will be held on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month at 
6:00 PM.

2010-2011 Amherst County School Board Members
Mr. Jones H. Stanley, 
Chairman
District #3
843 Father Judge Road
Monroe, VA   24574
jstanley@amherst.k12.va.us

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Gamble, 
Vice-Chairman	
District #2
297 Ridge Drive
Amherst, VA   24521
egamble@amherst.k12.va.us
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August 12		  Open House
			             1:00 P. M. – 7:30 P. M. 
August 16		  First Day of School
September 6		  Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
September 15		  Interim Reports
October 14		  Grade Period Ends
October 15		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL)
October 21		  Report Cards
November 2		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL)
November 15		  Interim Reports
November 24 – 26	 Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
December 17		  Half-day / Grade Period Ends
December 20– 31	 Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
January 3		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL)
January 7		  Report Cards
January 17		  Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
February 3		  Interim Reports
February 4		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 1
February 25		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 2

March 16		  Grade Period Ends
March 17		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 3
March 18		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 4
March 24		  Report Cards
April 18 – 22 		  Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
April 25		  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 5
April 27		  Interim Reports
April 28 – 29		  Kindergarten Registration
			        4/28: 8:00 A. M. – 6:00 P. M.
			        4/29: 8:00 A. M. – 4:00 P. M. 
May 27			  Teacher Workday (NO SCHOOL) 	
			       or Inclement Weather Day 6
May 30			  Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
June 2			   ACHS Graduation
June 3			   Half-day / Grade Period Ends / 		
			   Last Day of School  

Amherst County Public Schools 
shall provide educational

programs and opportunities that 
produce responsible citizens

who are life-long learners and
contributors to the community.

Amherst County Public Schools
2010-2011 Student Calendar


